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The conference “Combinatorics 2000” took place in Gaeta, a nice small town south
of Roma, Italy, from 28 May to 3 June 2000.
There were 183 participants representing 14 nationalities and 114 talks, including
hours-long expositions by the keynote speakers: Ball, Bonisoli, Buekenhout, Buratti,
Cameron, Colbourn, Crapo, De Clerck, Hachenberger, Havliceck, Lauri, Piper, Pott,
Wefelscheid.
The papers that the invited speakers have agreed to submit, in advance, of their talks
were published by the University of Roma “La Sapienza” together with the abstracts
of all talks, and were available at the beginning of the conference. The :le of the book
and further details are on the web site: http://www.mat.uniromal.it/∼combinat/gaeta/
where the o;cial photo of the conference may be viewed.
This special volume consists of a small selection of papers related to talks given
at the conference. We wish to thank the contributors and the referees for their co-
operation.
We are indebted to the following institutions and sponsors for :nancial support:
the Universit<a degli Studi di Roma “La Sapienza”, the Italian Ministry for University,
Research and Technology (project: Strutture geometriche, combinatoria e loro appli-
cazioni), the Facolt<a di Scienze Matematiche, Fisiche e Naturali (project: Gruppi, Gra:
e Geometrie) and the Dipartimento MeMoMat of the University “La Sapienza”. A spe-
cial thanks goes to the “Azienda Autonoma di soggiorno e turismo di Gaeta” and to
the “Comune di Gaeta” for supporting also the conference “Combinatorics ’90” which
took place in Gaeta, in the same hotel in May 1990, and of which the Proceedings
were published in Annals of Discrete Mathematics.
We also wish to express our warmest thanks to Daniele Gewurz and Francesca
Merola for their invaluable help in maintaining the web-site, keeping the memories
of this unforgettable conference. This was the :rst one, in the new millennium, of
the International Conferences on “Combinatorics” organized in Italy every 2 years
since 1984 and every year from 1981 to 1984. We like, here, to remember that this
well-known series of conferences started in Roma, June 1981 with “Combinatorics’81”
(conference in honour of Beniamino Segre).
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